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Calculated more particularly for the Uſe of the 
Sick, belonging to the [jirmaries, as well the 
Out. patients, as thoſe within the Houſe ;, tho' the 
greateſt Part of it is 9 and of equal Service 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


T HE FrienDLy Apvice, in this little Treatiſe, witF 
appear to the Reader, ſomewhat foreign to the Pro- 
vince of a PHYSICIAN : — Doubtleſs it is fo — but the 
Experience of many Years in that Character, particu- 
Jarly in the CountTY IN FIRMART at NORTHAMPTON, 
gave me too many fad Inſtances of the Want of other 
than medical Aſſiſtences, and that tœo in Matters of ever= 
laſting Concern. To-limit therctole o One { articuar 
Province, a Regard for our Fel'ow-Creaiuies, when 1t 
is capable of being fo beneficially extended, would in 
my Opinion, debaſe even Humanity itſelf, and js utte:ly 
nconſiſtent with the Chriſtian FTemoer. And th a due 
Deference to the Publick inclines me to juſtiſy chis Undei- 
taking, yet every candid Reader will read:ly allow, that J 
reed not make much Apology to o0:hers, for wat my 
on Conſcience atlures me is a pecefſary Duty.—T te 
'requent Opportunities of cblerving different, and for 
tne moſt Part uncultivated Minis, under thoſe various 
Circumſtances of Diſtreſs, which pi em to Ad- 
hon into a pub:ick Lafrmaryt and cee my Con- 
veriation with Patients there in the Progtefs of their 
Hiſte _ and ſometimes in the Tait Hours of their 
Lites, have furniſhed me with ſome particular Advan- 
tages * an Undertaking of this Nature; which, eaſy as 
it may ſcem, they who Think and afſert it to be 155 w:ll 
vive, by that very Aftertion, a ſuffibient Proc of their 
gen Diſqualifications for it. It may too ofen be incoa- 
je ately, and therefore unſucce fefa 2 attempted; but 
perhaps th ey wo are belt able to perioim it, are the molt 

e ſible of its Difficuitics. 
. AA. It 


Ne 


It indeed requires no leſs Attention to a Variety of Cir- 


iv 


cumſtan in order to reftoxe Health and Soundneſs of 
Hi nd, o the ſeveral Symptoms in order to cure the 
Diſeaſes of the Body : For it is by no Means ſufficient to 
fay, I will talk to a Man in ſuch or ſuch a Manner, be— 
cauſe he is „, or in Pain: — The Nature of his Malady, 
the Courſe of Life, which in ſome Inſtances might occa- 
fon, or contribute towards it; the Tenderneſs, or In- 
flexibility of his own Nature; any Abuſe or Defect of 
his Reafon or Education; his Preſumption or Deſpair, 
the various Approaches towards either Extreme; and the 


Senſe or Diſregard which he ſhews to Chaſtiſements or 


Mercies; all theſe, I ſay, require a very different Treat- 
ment. So that whoever can juſtly hope to ſucceed, muſt 
not only have a diſtinguiſhing, and well diſpoſed Mind, 
but be long converfant in theſe ſeveral Circumſtances ; 
he muſt alſo be habitually exerciſcd in the Methods, and 
well furniſhed with the Arguments and Texts, proper 


for Conviction, Reproof, Inſtruction, Exhoitation and 


Comfort. 

Theſe Reflections, which ſuggeſted the apparent Uſe- 
falneſs of fome ſuch Help as this, had wth me the Force 
of an Obligation to attempt it, ſo far as is conſiſtent with 
any general Plan, or Courſe of Directions; though ſtill 
we muſt allow that there will be a great Difference be- 
tween what is written down, and the caſual unreſtrained 
Freedom of a perſonal Converſation ; together with ſuch 
a prudential Uſe of Opportunities as will ariſe from Ob— 
ſervations of the Patient's Diſpoſition, ſometimes indeed 
to be learnt in his very Countenance. — From theſe a 
judgment may be formed, what Sort of Diſcourſe will be 
moſt ſuitable at that particular Time; and how far he is 
likely to reject, or receive any Profit by it. 

The Advice of the Phyſician, how judiciouſly ſocver 
given, will in many Caſes be fruitleſs, even where our 
Expectations are the moſt ſanguine; and one Time or 
other, muſt neceſlarily become fo in all: But whilſt 


Reaſon is not wholly extinct, the good Offices of the Chri/- 
tian may always be uſeful. —Having therefore deliberate!y 


weighed the Deſign, I was encouraggd to proceed in. | 
A* 
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Execution of it, for theſe ebvionus Reaſons among others 
« that nothing of this Kind had hitherto been publ. ſned, 
and that one : of 1 Profeſſion might reaſonably hope for 
« ſme particular Attention; eſpecially from thoſe who 
„% have entertained a favourable Opinion cf me, and 
« were, or had been under my Care, as a Phyſic _” 
Whatſoever I have advanced either in this Preface = Of 
in the Treatiſe itſelf, is entirely agreeable to the Convic- 
tions of my gon Conſcience, as to the certain Evidence, 
and great Importance, of thoſe Principles and Practices, 
hich I have inforced and reconimended ; And I ſhall 
eſtecm myſelf peculiarly happy, if what | have here ſug- 
geſted may have its due Weight and Influence on the 
Minds of th oſe, u who read it; and animate them, as our 
Saviour has injoin'd, to SEEX FIRST (preferably to every 
other Conſi ua on) TRE — NGDUM OF GoD AND HIS 
RIGHTEOUSNESS: © Por that fall it profit a Man if 
He gain the whole Ir ld, and loje his oum Soul £” 
Having thus unreſerveoly avowed the ſettled Principles 
ol my own Heart, founded upon the moſt mature Delibe- 
ration, and a long Obſervation on Men, Manners, and 
1 hings: — And having been induced by the maſt charita- 


le and friendly Motves, as well to the Acknowledge- 


ment of my own religious Opinions, as to this Under- 
takir ing in general, I am inclined to hope my Reader will 
in the ſame D. ſ@olition, moſt readily excuſe whatſoever 


in Point of Judgment, or Impropriety of Expreſſion, 
might admit of Cenſure; and that, if he cannot altoge- 


ther think in the ſame Manner with me, our Difference 


in Opinion may no Ways leſſen our good Will and Af- 
iecton, but that he will candidly allow me the ſame Li- 
berty of judging, whici he has an undoubted Right to ule 
lor himſclF. | 

After all, if this pudlick Teſtimony of my firm Belief 
of CHRISTIANITY ; the free Declaration of my own 
Sentiments; and my compaſſionate Regard to the im- 
mortal Souls of the let of my Fellow-Creatures, 
mould expoſe me to. any Degree of Contempt and Ridicule, 
in ſuch an Age as is; wherein Levity of Mind, and 
its natural Conſequence, D. ſloluteneſs of Manners, are 


A 3 equally 


„ vi RR . &c. 

gc equally evident and deplorable, I ſhall not be very anxi- 
ous as to the Event (being well ſatisfied in the Appro- 
bation of my own Conſcience as to the Integrity and 
Benevolence of my Views) but ſhall refer myſelf to the 
Deciſion of that Day, when the Secrets of all Heart; 


fall be manife/ted, and our eternal States wnalterabiy 
determined. 


Northampton, 
July 9, 1748. 
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VERSES to the AuTHOR, 


ONG had the Art of Healing been confin'd 
To fave the Shell, the Priſon of the MIND; 

Curious had view'd the yellow Dutts of Bile; 
And tracd the Silver Channels of the Chyle, 
Purſu'd the Purple Maze thro ev'ry Vein, 
The Nerves that vibrate, and the Glands that ſtrain. 
Hills, Vallies, Woods, and Springs were all explor'd, 
The Sea was ranſack'd, and the Earth was * bor'd. 

Thus Sons of Med'cine ! all your fond Regard 
This periſhable Frame of Man has fhar'd ; 
Nor aid the Soul your due Concern employ, 
The" doom'd to endleſs Pain, or endleſs Fey. 

Thy Knowledge no ſuch narrow Limits bound, 
Thy Labours, STONHOUSE, take an ampler Round, 
IWith equal Skill, and with a warmer Heart, 
Succeſsfully you cure the mortal Part; FP. 
ihilſi with each Cordial, heav'nly Balm you powr,” 
To cheer the Sick, or calm the dying Hour, 
'Tis T hine the tender + Moments of Addreſs 
To ſeize, and ſtrongly ſacred Truths impreſs : 
To bid the Patient's Pray'r with Faith ariſe, 
/ind breathe its grateful Incenſe to the Skies. 
To urge the Sauiour's all-atoning Blood; 
And animate the Sinner to be good. 

Humane, as learn d, with other's Bliſs you glow 
Feel, ſooth, deplore, and heal another's Moe. 

Ardent while thus your Chriſtian Efforts ſeek 
Health for the Poor, and Comfort for the Weak ; 
Your Care for their immortal Welfare ſhewn, 
With heighten'd Luſtre ſhall augment your own. 
N. B. Theſe Verſes, written by an anonymous Hand, were 
inſerted (unknown to the Author of this Treatiſe) in 
the publick Papers of 1749, and here added by parti- 
cular Deſire. 
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In ſearching for different Mines, and Minerals, it is cuſtomary 
to bore the Earth; and ſome of the moſt effrcacious Medicines are 
taken from thence; as Mercury, Sulphur, Steel, and Antimony. 
+ Moliffima Fandi tempora, VIRG, 
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To Jamrs SToN HOUSE, M. D. 


Written ſoon after Recovery from a dangerous I!!nefs, 


5 TS laudable—'tis friendly (ſure 1) 
Corporeal Maladies to cure 
But "tis a mare exalting Praiſe 

The Sin-diſtemper'd Mind ts rie; 


Ty meditate with een View 


The Health of Soul and Bo ly 799, 


IHEE for this WORK Hall Thouſands eſs, 

( Read on the Beds of pate Diſtreſs) 

And thank the providential Ie, 

That brought them Hus like thine to Eno, 
The heal'd Artificer, 160% Hand 

Domeſtick, pre. Ving o Wants demand, 

More uſeful made? by Thee Hall come, 

A double Ber to his Home, 

The well-rul'd Family fall prove 

An happier Houſe of Faith, and Love; 

And own that all the Jays they ſhare, 

Spr ug frem thy Pen, and medic Care. 
Oh ! long belev'd, long honour d live! 

Example to thy Brethren g7Ve : 

Hay Thy ATTEMPT 79 ev ry Heart 

An e Leal impart / 

And let their prais'd Ambition be, 

To ac lite * BOERHAAVE, and lite T HEE, 


MoszEs BR O v N E. 


* This is intended as 2 Reference to a very conſpicuous, and es- 
emplary Part of Dr. Boerhnaame's Character; namely, that he did no 
think that the zz reverential Acknowledgement, ad moſt open Pro- 
feſſion of his Religion, as 4 Chriftan, derogated in any Degrce from 
his high Reputation, as @ Piy/icrarn---It was his conflant Rule to rise 
very early, and to ſpend aFour an Hour in fecret Prayer, and! 


Meditation on ſome Part of the Scriptures.---This Rabe he recom 
mended to his intimate Friends, as ie bet He could give them to 
| the 


+8: 1 


STANZAS occaſioned by Dr. STONHOUSE'S 
Friendly Advice to a Patient, 


RAIL Sons of Duft ! 
Sad Offipring of polluted Clay l 
No longer good or juſt, 
To Vice and Folly ſtill a Prey, 
Say, can ye hope for Happineſs below © 
Alas ! its limpid Streams thro' purer Channels flow, 


— 
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their Preſervation; judiciouſly obſerving, that the Health of the 
Body muſt, more or leſs, be dependent on the Tranquility of the 
Mind---and that there is no Peace to the Wicked.” 


Being aſked ©* hoxv it was polſible for Him to undergo fo mch 


Fatigue in his Profe{/ion ?” He replied, © I have habituated myſelf 
from my Infancy to Punctuality and Diſpatch 3 and my Morn- 
« ing's Retirement gives me Spirits for the Day; and enables me 


to act, as in he immediate Sight of GOD ;**---that GOD, to whoſe 


Bounty Hes buted all his Abilities z to whoſe Grace He aſcribed 
all his religious Attainments; by whoſe Providence he bad long 
been directed, and ſupported in a Profeſſion which engaged him in 
a neceſſary and conſtant Attention to the various Diſtreſſes, and 
Miſcries of hie F-llow-Creatures ; and to whoſe Will he was entzrety 
religned in every Circumſtance which related to Himſelf, or others. 
---May the Example of this Eminent * Man extend its Influence 
to his Admirers, and Followers ! and whilſt they purfue his medical 
Knowledge, may they aſpire to that exalted Piety of which he was 
ſo admirable a Pattern! | 

* See his Life, from whence the following Quotation is taken, which 
news what Regard the great Boerbaawe paid to Religion, —** His Time 
© was eobolly taken up in viſiting the Sick, ſearching into every Part of 
Medicine with the utmoſt Diligence, and reading the Scriptures, which 
he generally did after Morning Prayer—He was particularly fond of ſuch 
Authors as pleced the Lewe of Ged, and its conſequential Duties, in the 
' ceareſt Light; and was cherefore remarkably compaſſionate to his Fellows 
Creatures, and cheerful in his Family, even under the moſt trying Af- 


MM fiftions.''— He would ſometimes ſay with JoB, © Shell, we receive 


Good at the Hand of God, and ſhall we not receive Ew:/ ?''—eſpecialiy 
hen that very Evil, how grievous ſoever at preſert, is deſigned for our fu- 
lure Good; for © as a Father chaſleneth bis Son, ſo be Lord cur Gd choſteneth 
. Deut. viii, 5, 


Say, 
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X 
Say, can yon Flow'r, 
Thy ting'd its filken Buds with Gold, 
If tanFrous I/orms devour 
Its pearly Germs ere they unfold, 
Ere Hape its ſpreading Beauties to diſplay ? 
Alas | its Leaves contracts, grow wrinkled, and decay. 


Created pure, 
Mun was the Child of Health, and Jay; 
Oh ! had his Faith been ſure, 
His bliſs had been without Alloy. 
But Sin, and Death prevail; and with them rf 


Diſeaſe, inſatiate Fiend, with all her kindred 17s. 


Te vengeful Train 
Of Ills, that rack the Race of Man“ 
Sad Family of Pain, 
2 That make him loath Life's little Span! 
Say, was it given you uncontroul d to rage © | 
No 1— Medicine brings ber Balms your Fury to ue, 


The eternal King, 
I hoſe tender Mercies flill endure, 
Has bid the genial Spring 
Pour forth a thouſand Herbs of Cure, 
Has bid the Sea, the Fountain, and the Mine 
To eaſe the torturing Pang, their lenient Stores rœan. 


At his Command 
Fair Charity ſhoots frem the Shes ; 
She opes each wealthy Hand, 
And bids yon friendly Falls * griſe; 
She ſpreads the Couch, prepares the healing Draught, A 
And come, ye Poor, fe ſays, ** Here find Relief unb ssb. 


Hail ſacred Dame ! 
Hail bleſi Aſylum of the Pocr / 
Loft in his loneiy Home, | 
| The Hlind d:jcas'd had died obſcure . 
But here re/l:r'd do Labour 5 to Life, 


0 8 . - 6 „ 
Again he claſps his Babes, and cheers his drocping Is, e. 


* The INFIRMARY, 


[ xi } 
Nor raisd alone 
To tranſient Life, that ſoon muſt end; 
From Mercy's downy Throne 
Here bleſt Impreſſions oft deſcend : 
Par ſee while Medicine makes the Body whole, 
This little Trad affords Preſcriptiens for the Soul, 


Yes, gen'rous Friend, 
Thy Skill attempts the nobler Part, 
The ill deprav'd to mend, 
To probe and cleanſe the ulterous Heart, 
d, through the Saviour's all-refloring Blosd, 
Vo raiſe to endleſs Life the Penitent and Goad, 


S Thais little Tra is ſold at Three-Pence flitched, or 
a Guinea an Hundred, to ſuch as are ſo chart- 
iy diſpoſed as to give it away, if wanted to be ſent into 
weign Parts, or for the Uſe of Patients in the Infirmaries, 
will be moſt aduiſeatle to have it ſeꝛbed in Paſteboards. 
The Society for promoting Chriſtian Knowledge has 
wpted it into the Number of thaſe Books which they diſperſe, 
5 properly calculated for the Revival, and Advancement of 
ve Religion; and it may be had, upon the Terms of the 
wiety, by any of thar ſubſcribiny Members namely, at 
% Hrice; the other Hlalf being defrayed out of the So— 
ty's Fund, = 
{be Boskſeller begs Leave farther ta add, that the Price 
»this z5 leſs than that of any other Trad? of the ſame Sixe; 
lich is owing to the Largeneſs of the Impreſſian, which, 
ch the Hope of ſupplying. moſt of the Infirmaries, be 
printed, and to the Authors Genereſiiy in not taking 
ty- Moncy for this, or any of the preceding Editions, 


N. B. A little Trad, intitled, SPIRITUAL D1REC- 

os to the Uninſtruted, written by the ſame Author, 

bett Th adopted by the Socicty, Lvefe tis liitie Tratts 
r MM fenerally beund uf logetller. 


v\ 1 


11 
Say, can yon Flour, 
Thy ting'd its filken Buds with Gold, 
If tankrous Il vrms devour 
115 pearly Germs ere they unfold, 
Ere Hope its ſpreading Beauties to diſplay ? 
Alas / its Leaves contract, grow wrinkled, and decay, 


Created pure, 
Mun was the Child of Health, and Foy ; 
Oh ! had his Faith been ſure, 
His bliſi had been without Alloy. 
But Sin, and Death prevail d; and with them roſz 
Diſeaſe, inſatiate Fiend, with all her kindred Ilses. 


? 
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Te vengeful Train 
Of 1lls, that rack the Race of Man l 
Sad Family of Pain, | Ut 
y That make him loath Life's little Span“ 
Say, was it given you uncontroul'd to rage? 


No Medicine brings ber Balms your Fury to AE. | 
The eternal King, i 
Ihoſe tender Mercaes ſtill endure, or 
Aas bid the genial Spring a 
Pour forth a thouſand Herbs of Cure, | 
Has bid the Sea, the Fountain, and the Mine 4 
To eaſe the torturing Pang, their lenient Stores reſign: . 


At his Command 
Fair Charity ſhoots from the Shes ; 7 
She opes each wealthy Hand, = © 
And bids yon friendly Falls * ariſe ; 
She ſpreads the Couch, prepares the healing Draught, ; 
And come, ye Poor, fhe ſays, ** Here find Renef unbgugnt, 


Fail facred Dome ! | In 

Hail bleſt Hſylum of the Pocr ! 0 
Loft in his lonely Home, | If: 
Dye Hind diſeasd had died obſcure * 
But here reſter d 10 Labour and to Life, IS 
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Again he claſps his Babes, and cheers his drocping Ii, e. 0 


* The INFIRMARY, 


L xi 
Nor raisd alone 
Ty tranſient Lt fe, that ſoon muſt end; 
From Mercy's downy Throne 
Here bleſi 3 oft deſcend : 
Fir fee while Medicine makes the Body whole, 
This little Tract affords Preſcriptions for the Saul. 


Tes, gen'rous Friend, 
Thy Skill attempts the nobler Part, 
The Mill deprav'd to mend, 
To - and cleanſe the ulcerous Heart, 
nd, through the Saviour*s all-refloring Blasd 


1 raiſe to endleſs Life the Penitent and Gat 


i This little Tra is ſold 4 Three-Pence flitched, or 
a Guinea an Hundred, ta ſuch as are ſo chari- 
% diſpsſed as to give it away, I, wanted to be ſent into 
reign Parts, or for the Uſe of Patients in the Infirmaries, 
will be mot adviſealle to have it ſewed in Paſieboards. 
The Society for promoting Chriſtian Knowledge has 
whted it into the Number of thiſe Books which they diſperſe, 
preperly calculated for the Revival, and Advancement 0 
ve Religion; and it may be had, upon the Terms of the 
ech, by any of ther ſubſcribing Members : namely, at 
af Pri ice; the other Half being defrayed cut of the So- 
ty , Fund. 

De Bookſeller begs Leave farther to add, that the Price 
this zs leſs than that of any other Traci of the ſame Size; 
lich is oxving to the Largeneſs of the Impreſſian, which, 
reugh the Hope of ſupplying moſt of the Infirmaries, be 
0 printed, and to the Author's Generoſtty in not taking 
ty- Money for this, or any of the preceding Editions. 


2” 


N. B. A little Trad, intitled, SPIRITUAL Dio 
ONS to the Uninſttucted, written by the ſame Author, 
ikerurſe adapted by the alen, Theſe tius little Tratts 


„ generally bund up together 
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ERECT ION TI. | 
ADvice to a Patient, conſidering him as under the adlicting | 


Hand of God. 
Adwijed to regard God as the Author of Aicbion 9 
Zo examine himſelf whether he be a real Chriſtian 9 
Whether he be a profli gate Sinner ibid. 
Whether he be a mere outfide Chriſtian 5 
Advice to the Self. convicted | I2 
Addreſs to the ſincere Chriſtian ibid. 
To improve this Retirement for Self Knowledge ; ibid, 
To inquire into the Deſign of the preſent Aﬀiittion F 


rell. | 

Apvice to a Patient, conſidering him as in a Place, when 
he is daily receiving many Mercies. 

Several of thoſe Mercies enumerated ] 
T hankfulneſs adviſed 
With due Expreſſion of Gratitude 1 
All Advantages to be improved for Recovery Ibid 
For Salvation Ibid 
Five religious Opportunities in a well-regulated Infirmary, nant! 
Reading 
Prayers 
Sermons 
Sacrament 


A Spiritual Guide 


rene UL 

Apvics to a Patient, confidering him ſurrounded wir: 

ſeveral inſtructive Objects and Circumſtances. bot 
Advice on ſeeing Spectacles of Diſtreſs 
— of Mortality 
— on having Opportunities of doing Good 
in Caſe of Amendment 
in Caje no Relief ſhould be obtained 
—— i Caſe of Recovery * 
en Diſini ſſion ib“ 
Concluſion 
T he whole of this Advice reviewed, and ſummed up in a Prayer IE 
A Prayer to be uſed during Sickne/s an 
after Recovery 


Exhortation to promote Chriſlianity as the Means of Happint/s 
FRI K ND 
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Ca FJ mandments is, Thou ſhalt love thy Neigh- 
$1 4 bour, as thyſelf ®;”—one of thoſe on 
E which, he tells us, hang all the Lato and the 
f@ Prophets, In Obedience therefore to this 
Command, it is my conſtant and ſincere De- 
wire that every Neighbour, eſpecially every afiiCted Neigh- 
bour, ſhould be truly dear to me; and [ can conhdently 
lay, that he Advice I am now offering, proceeds from real 
ove to you, as a Fellow- Creature, as a Fellow-Chriftian, 
nd as one v, in a Condition, that intitles you to par- 
cular Compaſhon. | 
To be at once / or lame, and por, perhaps too unin- 
'rufted, are afflicting Circumſtances indeed ;—and it ought 
ertainly to diſpoſe me, according to the Abilities God has 
ien me, cheerfully to do my Patt, as a Phyſician, a Chriſ- 
an, and a Subſcriber towards your Cure, Iuſtruction, and 
I. * Matt. xxii. 39. 
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K NE of our bleſſed Saviour's principal Com- 
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Support.— But as Charity to the Soul is ungugſtionably the 
nobleſt of all Charities, I would eſpecially attend to that, 
heartily wiſhing fo to join the happy Purpoſes of a Re. 
FORMATORY with thoſe of an INFIRMARY, as not only 
to reſtore your bodily Health, but -Fe#ually to promote 
your ſpiritual Welfare, and eternal Salvation. 

For the Benefits of an Inirmary (as hath been ex- 


te cellently obſerved by the Reverend Dr. Grey, in his 
« Sermon preached at the Opening of this Charity, at 
& Northampton,) are not contined to bodily Pain and Sick— 


* neſs, but may extend themſelves yet further, to the 
& ſpiritual Maladies of thoſe, who are under the Care of 
se it. The Ignorant here may be inſtructed, and the 
& Diſſolute reclaimed, and the Dead in "Freſpafles and 
é Sins, through the a-powerfu! Grace of God, be raiſed 
to the Life of Righteouſneſs, — The ſtrict Regularity to 7 
& which the Patients are obliged, the /prritual Ailiſtance 
& which is charitably adminiſtered to them, the Aptnels 
* of Men's Minds to receive re/hgiows Impreſſions in Time, 
« of Sickneſs and Diſtreſs, and the good Improvement 
& that will be made of it, to the preſſing home upon them 
« their everlaſting Concerns, whilſt they are here in a 
& ſuffering and declining Condition, ALL contribute to this l 


a 


a 


© happy Change.—And who is there, that fecls not an ! 
% mward Pleaſure (a Pleaſure that muſt greatly cverpay his ö 
c 6 


Liberality) when he reflects, that by a /mall Benetaction, 
« He may be happily inſtruniental, not only to the pro- ' 
«© longing of a MORTAL LIręE, but to the ſaving of an f 
& jMMORTAL Sou.“ | | 
The Viſits of a P>x/izzan to every particular Patten! 
cannot be long, and much of the little I ime he fpendsſg; 
with each, muſt be employed in the Advice pecultur to his- 
Profeſſion. The great Duty of inſtructing the Ignorant can 
but rarely, in any meaſure, and never 7ully be diſcharge 
dy him. I would therefore gladly make up the Deticienc'; 
by applying myſelf to you in s Manner; which enab 
me to ſpeak to thoſe whom I ſee not ;—to thoſe at th 
reateſt Diſtance from me Hand perhaps I may cont pet 
peak when my Lips are ſilent in the Duſt ; for tho ugh 


am not a MINISTER, I ;hould ſcarcely think I d ;ferve 
"4 (l 
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the Name of a CHRISTIAN, if I was not willing, when pro- 
per Occaſions offer, to inſtruct and comfort you, as your 
Circumſtances and my own may permit; and not you dn, 
but ſuch others as may hereafter ſtand in need of the ſame 
charitable Aſſiſtance. 

Suppoſe me then at your Bed's Side, and to addreſs 
ou, 
f J. As under the afflicting Hand of God; 

II. As lodged in a Place where you are daily receiv- 
ing many of his Mercies; ; 

III. As ſurrounded with ſeveral inftructiv e Odjects and 


Circumſtances, which, if it be not A may N 


be very ſerviceable to you. 


5 


— 
* 


— | 
3 SECTION. Ira 
) 


Apvice to a PaTIENT, con/iaderi ing "ha as under 
the ajjiifting Hand of God. 


T HE firſt neceſſary Advice will ariſe from the Conſide- 
ration, that you are now under the afflicting Hand 
of God,—'The Place in which this finds you, as a Patient, 
ſuppoſes two very grievous Afflictions concur z namely, That 
you are under ſome Illneſs or unhappy Accident; ; and 
that you are ſo poor as not to be able, at your own Ex- 
pence, to procure proper Relief The Governors would 
not have admitted you, if they had not been perſuaded 
this was your Caſe: And there would be ſo much Injuſtice 
and Wickednels in decerzving them into ſuch a Perſuaſion, 
that I ſhall not entertain any ſuch Suppolition, 
You are afflicted, and J hope you know 


48 regard 1 , 
| Far God s A 
me 115 Aerts, Our Afflictions come from the Hand of God. 


and 4flidtion. —You m!/! know it, if you believe there is a 
God, and that he preſerves, governs, and di- 
/Wccts all Things: A Fact fo evident to the common 
denſe of Mankind, that, I would hope, none can 
o much as queſtion it. -— Now F you believe that 
10d fo far regards you as to fend Afflictions (as 
you know too, that “ He does not afflict w:/hngly, or 
B 2 pie 
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fore, is, that you would ſeriouſly conſider what is your 
preſent State of Mind, that ſo you may the better appre- 


_ wubether He that you are, or are not, a real Chriſtian— 
(b riſtian. 


and that you have not expreſoly renounced your Baptiſm; 
that you have often attended ſome Place of Chriſtian 


4 grieve the Children of Men *,”) you mu? believe, that 
He has merciful Deſigns in afflicting you ;—and that, as 
He is always prejent with you, fo, He o&/crves what In- 
fluence this Affliction has on your Mind; as a wi/e Phy- 
ſician who has preſcribed for a Patient, will attentively 
remark what Effects his Preſcriptions have produced. 
The Apoſtle expreſly tells us, That God corrects us 
« for our Profit, that we may be Partaters of his Holi- 
„ neſs . — But that we may be fo, it is neceſlary, as 
Salomon directs, „ in the Day of Adverfity, to conſi— 
* der j.” — My firſt Advice and Requeſt to you thcre- 


hend the particular Deſign of our heavenly Father in thus 


chaſtiſing you. 

| Let me intreat you to reflect, in the firſt 
To examine Place, whether you have Reaſon to believe 
l take it for granted that you are called a 
Chriſtianz— that you have been baptized ; 


„„ P A ca 


— 
„ 


Worſhip ;—and that you believe the Scriptures to be the 
Bat, certainly, this alone is not enough to prove you a 
; real Chriſtian, and to ſecure your Salvation: Je 
Whether be be For if there be any Crimes in the World, J“ 
1 that can draw down the Wrath of God, 
z,. 
and expoſe us to the manifeſt Danger of in 


eternal Damnation; ſuch Crimes are too frequently found fe, 


among ſome, who are baptized, who attend public Wor- IA. 
ſhip, and deny not the Truth of the Scriptures, —Are f 
there not, among ſuch, „ horemongers, Liars , F. 
« Hautes ert, Thieves, Covetous, Druntarde, Revilers, E., 
& FE+tortioners ; — Mow the Scripture expreſsly ſays, 
of all theſe, Tat they ſhall not inherit the Kingdom 
of Grd; and that the a Name of a CHRISTIAN, ff * 
which they preſumptuouſly retain, ſhall be ſo far from “ 
* Lamentat, iii. 33. F Heb. 'x11. 10. f Eccleſ. vii. 14. 
Rev. xai. 8. § x Cor. vi. 9, 10. 


1 
availing 


* * 2 


ailing them, that it ſhall enhance their Condemna- 
tion * :—Nor is profane Swearing and Sabbath- Breaking, 
though perſiſted in by ſuch Multitudes, leſs deftructive : 
For © the Wages of theſe Sins is (eternal) Death, and the 
Practice of them a ſure Sign of an irreligious Heart, 

If you therefore find, in your own "Conſcience, that 
you profane the Name 'of God ;—that you c/tomarily 


75 his Sabbaths (as if you would force your Way 
through hat Fence, to a Thouſand other Franſgreſſions;) 


that you have lived in ſecret, or open Uncleannefs ;— 
that you allow yourſelf in Lying, Stealing, Cheating, 
Covetouſneſs, Drunkenneſs, Backbiting, or Injuſtice _ 


or in any ather evil Courſe, which you now to be con- 


trary to the Word of God, and the Deſign of his Goſpel ; 
you cannot doubt one Hour, nay, one Moment, about 
your State. — Whatever your Nations and Pretences, and 
Forms of Religion may be, you are undoubtedly wicked 
under the Diſoleaſurs of God; — and in Danger of 
everlaſting Miſery.— Tou have therefore Reaſen to hid 
that God thus afflicts you, to rouze and awaken your 
Conſcience to ſhake you as it were, out of this dead 
Sleep of Sin, that you may humble yourſelf before him; 
leſt is $:c&ne/s conſign you over to Death, and Death 
to that Judgment, for which you are fo unprepared, 

But I muſt in Faithfulneſs farther tell you, 
„ that though you may be fiee from any fuch 
dalle Chrifi- abominable Wickedneſs, as I have detcri- 
ai, deſtitute of bed, you may neverthclels be a formal, 
inward Religi- lukewarm, and truitle!s Profeſſor of Chriſ- 
01, tianity, —under the Guilt of numberleſs Sins, 
and in the Way to utter Ruin,—Undoubtedly y you are is; 
it you have ** 29 Fear of God before your Eyes +,” if you 
have g Love to God t;'—if you live © without God in 


the Morld ; if you have not been e to pray ;—and [ 


1 * 


— — 


e Not every one that /aizh unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven ; but he that doc - the Will of my Father 
* which1s in Heaven.“ Matt. vii. 21. 


+ Pialm xxxvi. 1. t John v. 42, Epheſ. ii. 12. 
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w Il add, (for indeed the Proof of this may be brought 
to a ſhort Iſſue) if you have not been uſed to pray * alone, 
and have not been /ncere and earne/t with God in your 
Addreſſes.— It has often and juſtly been ſaid, “ a Man 
„ may as well live without Breath, as a Chriſtian with- 
& out Prayer: And merely to pronounce Hords before 
Gop without any inward Meaning or ſuitable Affection, 
is not really Prayer, whatever it may be called. 

Nay, I muſt tell you farther, That though you may 
have felt ſeme Awe of God upon your Heart, and though 
you may, ina ciſlomary and frrmal Manner, have prayed 
to him in Public, or in ſecret, or even with ſome 1ran- 
ſient Aſtection, yet you are not a real Chriſtian, if you 
have not a true Faith in Chri/t ; that is to ſay, if you have 
not been made thoroughly ſen/ible +, that you are a miſera- 
ble Sinner, —that, as all your Faculties ate the Gift of God, 

— (who needs not the Services, or Aſtiſtance of the pureſt 
Angel, much leſs the imperfect Obedience of guilty Man,) 

you cannot be juſtified before God by any Works of your 

own ;—i1f you have not been fully convinced that you can I 

be ſaved only through Chriſt, and obtain Pardon and Ac- . 
ceptance through the Merit of his Blood and Obedience, H. 

i by which he procured for us the Offers of Grace, and al t 
li the Bleſſings of the new Covenant z—If you have not, I 
ſay, in this Perſuaſion, committed yourſeif to God, 
0 through Chriſt the Almighty Saviour; with a ſincere 
| Deſire to be holy here, in order to be happy hereaſler ; 
0 with an unfeigned Repentance for all your paſt Sins ; and 
[ with an humble Reſolution, that, by the Grace of God, 


*1[7 

i I} 
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j * When thou | rayeſt, enter into thy Clejet, &c. Matt. vi. 6. The 
6 Word CLOSET, in our Engl Tranſlation, ſignifies, in the 
ORIGINAL, Cloſet, Chamber, Wardrobe, Warchouſe, or any other e- 

parete Apartment.—And Chriſt might probably uſe a Word of ſuch pe 
Latitude, that none might plead, in Excuſe for the Omiſſion of jecretth 

Prayer, the Want of 10 convenient a Place for Retirement as they. 

could wiſh.---I thought it neceſſary juſt to hint this, and to i 

obſerve farther, that every Patient in a Public Infirmary may coni- i 

11 der himſelf, when kneeling at his Bed-ſide with his Curtains drawn ” 
=. around him, to be ({cripturaily ſpeaking) in his Cloſet. ( 
+ 1 John i. 8. 
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you will reverence all his Commands ; and Jabour, for 
the Time to come, to obey them. , ſuch a Faith, and 
Conſciouſneſs of your own Inſufficiency be wanting, I 
mult declare to you again, (though with much Concern) 
that your Hope is no other than Preſumption ;—and it 
would be great Treachery to God, and Cruelty to your 
Soul, ſhould I flatter you in it. 

Here I muſt obſerve that Preſumprtion is not confined to 
that audacious Diſpolition, which is evident in hardened 
and profligate Sinners, who ſeem to diſregard, and even 
defy their Creator. There is another Kind of Preſump- 
tian, the more dangerous on account of its Diſguiſe, which 
may be ſuch as to conceal its Nature and I endency from 
thoſe, who are the molt deeply infected with it. — For in- 
ſtance, there ae fome who are inclined (though ſurely 
through Ignorance, for I cannot in Charity ſuppoſe any other 
Cauſe) to think themſelves in no Danger, nor their Souls 
at all diftempered, Their Inſenſibility, not leſs danger- 
ous to the Mind, than a mortified Limb to the Body, 
requires a peculiar Treatment: "Thoſe I mean whoſe 
Conſcience is quiet and eaſy on a falſe Foundation; and 

whoſe Language, even on the Verge of Eternity, is of 
00 s Kind. I have done no Harm I have wronged 
© no one—lI am as good as the reſt of my Neighbours— 
am no more afraid to die than others. And to ſuch 
as Theſe, who know not the Corruptions of their own Na- 
ture, their immenſe Diſtance from their moſt Holy Ctea- 
tor, or their Need of a Saviour, 1 am now addrefling my- 
ſeit; to awaken in them, if poſſible, a thorough Sens ſe of 
their own Filenes; and as this Expreſſion is warranted by 
cripture (ſee 7% x). 4.) it can admit of no juſt Ex- 
<pttbn—nor will any I hope, on ſuch an Occaſion as 
his, think what follows it too ſevere, —for whatever may 
de the Appearance of Severity, I muſt aſſure the Reader, 
hat ſuch Paſlages, where-ever they occur, are extorted 
dv the mo/? compatſionate and zealous Concern for his eternal 
Welfare.—Would it not be greater Cruelty to conceal 
he deplorable Miſery of your ſpiritual Condition, than 
rough an ill-judged Compaſſion to omit the Preſcrip- 
On of a necaful Remedy, dera it may be loathſome to 
the 


A 


NEE EL | Ft IEEE Tr te. le 5 


| 4 
IG CL A be. a nts 


m = 
7 4, 


RE iis IX Ents 


8 FRIENDLY ADñDVICE % @ PATIENT. 


the Taſte? Or to forbear through a falſe Fenderneſs a 
neceſſary Inciſion, becauſe it will be painful to the Fleſh, 
I muſt remind you therefore, that an inſpired Writer 
ſpeaks not of this, or that notorinus Sinner, but of every 
Man, when placed in the immediate Sight and Preſence 
of God, as appearing “ abominable and filthy.” (See 
Job xv. 16.) And to make you more ſenſible of this, with 
which the Generality of Mankind ſeem / very little 
affected, I muſt intreat you, that you would imagine 
yourſelf called BY NAME into the Preſence of our GREAT 
ſupGE.—Suppole that you ſaw him ſeated upon his Fri- 
bunal, in all the Pomp, Majeſty, and Terror, in which 
He will be manifeſt at the LAST and DECISIVE Day,— 
Imagine, that while all the World was in Flames around 
you, and the Pit of eternal Deſtruction opened its Mouth 
to ſwallow up thoſe miſerable Creatures, whom Divine 
 Fuftice ſhould doom td it, God ſhould charge home upon 
you the Guilt of every Sin, that from the fir? Day in 
which you were capable of an actual Violation of his Law, 
even to the preſent Moment, you have committed, in every 
Place, Circumſtance, and Relation of Life; and ſhould 
add to the Account,—a!l/ the Means of Grace which 
you have neglected, or uſed without Advantage, viz, at- 
tending on Se: mons without Edification Hon Sacraments 
without Faith and Repentance ;—praying without At— 
tention z—confeſing without Remorte ;—hearing the 
Terrors of the Law without being alarmed ;— the cora- 
fortable Propoſals of the Goſpel without embracing them; 
all the Gifts and Talents, with which he had intruſted}” 
you, and which you have not duly improved, or proba- y 
bly have perverted into Occaſions of Miſchief —[magineF* 
Him to reckon with you tor every forgotten Mercy he has 0 
beſtowed upon you, through fo many Years of Proſperiiy 
and Comfort, with which you have been bleſſed; and for 
the needful Afflictions, which, in his fatherly Wiſdom, he 
has ſeen fit to appoint, and by which you have not bee! 
humbled in a becoming Manner ;—for every Convictio 
of your own Conſcience, and Motion of his Spirit, whic! 
you have not ſeconded, nay, which you have reſifted and 
O Ve 
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dverborne.— For all the Vanity, Pride, and Licentiouſ- 
nes of your Thoughts for all your laſcivious, paſſionate 
and ſlanderous, yea, “ all your idle Words.” (Matt. 
xii. 36.) by which is meant, every Part of your Conver- 
ſation, that has an evil Tendency or Effect either deſign- 
ed, or naturally reſulting from it, —and all this too in 
Compariſon with what He knew you might have been, 
and might have done for his Service, with the Capacities and 
Opportunities which he has given you :—1n compariſen 
too with the many better Purpoſes you have formed, and 
emn Reſolutions and Vows which you have mage and 
broken: And then let your own Heart anſwer, whether 
ou would dare to ſtand the Conſequences of ſuch an Ex- 
amination and Account as this :—Or whether all your 
wwering Confidence would not be blaſted by the CURSE 
enounced © again/? every one that continueth not in all 
* Things which are written in the Book of the Law, to do 
* them,” Galat. iii. 10. 


x Call all theſe awful! Repreſentations at once, 
y nd, in full View of them al, let Conſcience anſwer, whe- 


ber before that Tribunal you would preſume to lay, 
Judge me, O Lord, by my own Virtue and Duties: I 
am the Man who have completely obeyed all thy Com- 
* mandments.” Nay, would you venture to ſay, 
Judge me, O Lord, by the 4% Month, or Week, 
ell Or Day, as it appears to thy all-penetrating Eye, 
* and ſtands in Compariſon with thy perfect Law.” — 


qv thout any Exception for the 59% of your Days or Du- 
es) upon the overflowing Mercy of God and the 
Herits of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, our compaſſionate Re- 
emer? And if you intend to make that your Refuge 
d your PLEA at the Bar of God ; prepare yourſelf for 
not only by diſclaiming all Pretences to Merit of your 
de; not only by acknowledging yourſelf an unprofitable 
vant (becauſe far beyond this muſt be the beſt and ho- 
ſt of the Sons of Adam appear wanting, if weighed in 
e ſtrict Balance of God's Juſtice) but by the moſt hum- 
Ie and ſincere Acknowledgment of your own Cor- 
ruption, 


r would you not much rather chooſe to caſt yourſelf 
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ruption, and wretched State, Fly to this, your only Plea, 
inſtantly, and as an Act of the Almighty's Grace, plead 
it ſolemnly, plead it continually, 

Are you at a Loſs for a Form? Lo! a ſhort but moſt 
important Addition to that of the Publican (ice Lutz 
xviii. 13.) may well be the firſt, „ God be merciful to 
&« me a Sinner, for the Sake, and through the Merits of 
ce my only Saviour and Redeemer jolus Chriſt !*—Great 
and very prevailing is the natura Eloquence of a truly 
broken and contrite Heart, howſotver conceived and ex. 
preſſed. _ 

Let me again urge you to make this your P/ea, and 
plead it immediately; God only knows, how few the Mo- 
ments may be in which you wiil have Room to plead it, 
before you are called to Judgment — To that Judgment 
which will teach the baughtiz/? Sinner, what a „ fearul 
« Thing it is to fall into the Hands of the Living God“. 
© And compel him to cry to the Mountains to fail upon 
& him, and the Rocks to cover him,” from that far more 
dreadful Sentence, ©* DEPART from ME ye curſed into 
« Everlaſting Fire.“ | / 

Here I think it very neceſſary to add in order to prevent. 
Aiftakes, that thisdeepHumiliation,and ſolemn Application 
to the Mercy of God, through Chriſt, is appointed by EI, 
as the Evidence of our thorough Conviction and deep. 
denſe of our oon Wants and Unworthineis, which ig. 
a previous and neceſſary Qualification for the Receptio! 
of his Grace. Being thus humbled, and thus applying 
to Heaven, we ſhall receive the neceſſary Supplies © 
divine. Aſſiſtance to ſubdue the Dominion of Sin in ou 
Hearts, and to animate us to the PRACTICE of un! 
verſal Righteouſneſs, and true Holineſs ; (that Divine 
PRINCIPLE) without the /encere Prevalency of Which“ nc 
& Man ſhall fee the Lord 3.” Holineſs, I ſay, the greaF' 
End of the GosPEL as well as the Law ;—to produc” 
and advance which, the Grace of God through Jelug., 
Chriſt has been revealed and imparted to us. = 

Now if with this Senſe of your own Weakneſs anQ: 
Wants, anda firm Faith in Jeſus Chriſt and his Goſpe'g © 


® Heb. x. 1 Heb. X11. 14. „nt 
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which is ſtyled by the Apoſtle * the Power of God unto- 


« Salvation 10 every one that believeth;“ if thus grounded you 
cnſcientioufly guard againſt all neun Sin, and be truly ſorry 
hen you fall into any by I rmity or Surpriſe ;—and in 
J ſach a Caſe, apply immediate to the Mercy of God, 
) WM through the AZerits of Ctuiſt, for your Pardon, with re- 
{Wd Reſolutions againſt Sin for the futare, and hearty 
t Deſires, that God would preſerve you from all Impiety ; 
then indeed you are à real Chriſtian :=And I ſhould be 
* MWiorty if any thing 1 have here written ſhould be the Means 
of giving you the leaſt Diſtreſs, 
i Veigh this Matter therefore impartially; weigh it with 
- Wthe ſtricteſt Attention ;—for if this be not your Cha- 
» Mractcr, ve aſſured you are an unpardoned Sinner ;—you 
are uider the Curie of God's Law ;—and you muſt be- 
ul Wlicve,—repent, —and be reformed. — The 0h Temper 
f four Heart, and the whole Courſe of your Lite *, muſt 
MV /changed, or you muſt periſh for ever.—Take it not as 
Biting on the Authority of a weak and fallible Mortal, 
but as the Deciſion of our D:vine Matter himſelf, he 
faithful and the true I iine/s, who has expreſsly ſaid, and 
nt ſolemnly repeated it, Except ye repent, ye ſhall all 
ones likewiſe periſh t; He that believeth not, is condemn- 
' edalready, and the Wrath of God abideth on him ; 
' and the Wicked ſhall go away into everlaſting | Pu- 
niſhment 8. 


ä 
— 


— 


* John iii. 3. 1 Luke xiii. 3. John iii. 18, 36. 
Matt. xxv. 46. 

Now upon the whole what can a careleſs debauched Per- 
on ſay to theſe Things? Though he /firrdily bears up at preſent 


ue to brave it out againſt God and his own Conſcience? Can he 
poſe, that he ſhall not (at leaſt in the 4% Hours of his Life) con- 
um himſelf with very diſinal Reflections on the Folly of his Sin, 
nd the terrible Foieboding of its Puniſtment; as others, equaily 
hking and unhappy, have done before him Too many there are 
. /light Religion in their Health and Projperity, though they can- 
anq; t but effeem it in Time of Danger and Death. 
pe See Page 55. of that alarming little Book, Dr. WoODWARD's 
„ Warning lo a careleſs World---1n which he has collected the 
itiments of the 1ſt eminent Men, in their ſerious, or dying Hours. 


hic If 


gainſt theſe Impreſſions, can he think, that he ſhall always be 


— — EE —’ k-! 2 2 — 6; _ 


in ſpecial Love; as a *©* Branch in Chriſt, which bra! 


Self-Knowuledge, Retirement from the Labours of your Call, 
Ing.—You have now vacant Days ;—andg., 
perhaps too, ſleepleſs Nights,—ſpent in Silence on a BY « 


c 
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If your Heart condemn you on this Ex. 
Ser;ous Advice mination, I intreat you, by the Mercies of 
zo the Self-con- God l Ne r 
1 od on oxe Hand, and the Ierrors of the 

Lord on the other—and by the //orth of you 
immortal Souls, that you immediately and earneſtly ſup. 
plicate the Almighty for Pardon and Grace through our 
Mediator Jeſus Chriſt ; and that you make your Appli- 
cation to ſome whom you have Reaſon to believe are 
themſelves acquainted with vital Religion, and eſpecially 
to ſome Clergyman, whoſe tender Concern for your im- 
mortal Welfare, may make him villing to give you the 
Inſtruction and Afﬀiſtance which your Circumſtances re. 
quire ; left this Illneſs ſhould end in Death, and Death 
in your final Condemnation, and irrecoveravle Ruin. 

In the mean Time, let me obſerve for your Eycourage. 
ment, that there is Reaſon to hope that a compaonate 
God intends to prevent it, by this ene Affliction; and 
that, as the Apoſtle ſays, Ton are chaflened, that you 1. 14 
not be condemned with the impenitent Horld *. — Improv 
theſe tender Moments; improve the Advantages you now 
enjoy; and it is not improbable but it may appear, tha 

ou were brought into this /nfrmary, that your Abode and 
Relief here might be the Means of bringing you to Heaven! 
I ſpeak this to you on a Suppoſitlon of you 
ing under the Conviction either of a prof 
fligate, or of a careleſs and lukewarm State 0 
Lile ; but I would rather hope, that th! 
little Tract may fall into the Hands of mary, who are bt 
come acquainizd with veal Religion; and that I ma 
addreſs my Reader, as a Child of God, hom he chaſliſ: 


* — — — — —_— 


Adareſs to the be 


fincere Chriſti- 


& Fruit, and which he purges, and prunes, with the fſhar, 
«© Knife of Affliction, that you may bring forth ni 
Fruity.” ) 
In this Caſe, I would urge you wiſely q 


To improve ibis improve the Opportunity of your preſenF* 


Retirement for 


® 1 Cor. Xl. 3a. + John xv. 2, 
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of Sickneſs, or of Pain. Uſe theſe tedious, but precious 


j Hours in examining your own Heart, —in ſearching and 
e Hing your Mays *, that you may learn the ſpecial Deſign 
Ml of Providence in this Diſpenſation; that you may recol- 
'F lect what Duties you have been moſt accuſtomed to ne- 
r elect in the Place, and Relation in which you are fixed, 
and what Temptations have been molt ready to prevail 
el on you; and, in ſome /amented Inſtances, to draw you 
ly alide from HIM, whoſe Goodneſs, Forbearance and 
Mercy, you had ſo often experienced, 


. Lift up your Heart to Go p, from time 
e. e inte to time; and ſay humbly, whilſt you are 
% , e bear ing his Chaſti « Sh h 
an he preſent Af. ig his Chaſtiſenent, - Shew me where= 
fiction. & {ore thou contendeſt with me 1. — What 
&« know not, teach thou me; and where- 
« in I have done Iniquity, may I do fo no more 4.“ — 
Yield yourſelf with a true Hal Submiſſion to the Rod of 
your heavenly Father ;—Bear it patiently || ;z-bear it 
thankfully ;—Let Thoughts of God's unſpeakable Love 
to you in Chriſt, and of your moſt unfeigned Love 
and entire Submiſnon to him, as your Father, mingle 
themſelves with all you fuiter from his Hand z—and 
labour earneſtly, that whether the Health of your Body 
de recovered, or continue to decline more and more, the 


— 


9 


0 * Lamentat. ili. 40. + Job x. 2. Job xxxiv. 32. 
hi [The common Language of ignorant, and 73:dewvout Minds, 
 Dvhich we daily hear, is of this Kind: Iii bear the Pain; or 
wa I muft ſubmit to the Aficuion under which I now he, becauſe 
maß I cant help it.“ —I know there is no Remedy, and therefore I 
iſe wt ſtrive to bear it as well as I can.“ A Fi-a/ben might ſay all 
his, and more; but it is by no means the Voice of a Chriftran, or 
Proof of that Reſignation to the Will of God, and Submitſion 
his fatherly Corrections, which becomes the Duty of every ſin- 
% Here Profeſſor of Chrittianity. — Thoie who /zve God will obey 

im, not becauſe they 72, but becauſe they think it right 3 not 
yt loubting the friendly Intentions of the Almighty Parent in thus 
ſen flicting them; and that it 13 as much for their /2r77ual Welfare, 
„taking a Medicine by the Direction of a judiclous Phylician 
4 Fould be for their Bodily Health. — The Language therefore of the 
nd Chriſtian is | | 
Bed Speak, Lord, and fo aſſiſt me, that I may chcerfizily obey. 

« Strike, Lord, and fo aſſiſt me, that I may Faticuily bear. 

18. 
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Health of your Mind may be greatly promoted by this 
Courſe of Diſcipline, and by every Day of it. 

The Particulars here adviſed would in the main equally 
ſuit you under your preſent AMiction, if you lay on 
your own Bed, in your own Chamber, and had the re. 
quifite Supports and Aſſiſtances miniſtered to you, at 
your own Expence, But let it be remembered that I am 
now ſpeaking to you, as a Patient in an Infirmary —4 
Place where, as 1 have hinted to you already, you are 
{urrounded with many Mercies, and with many ObjeQs 
and Circumſtances, which, if it be not your own Fault, 
may greatly contribute to your particular Inſtruct.on, 


ION II. 


ADvICE to a Patient, confedering Him as in a Place 


where He is daily receiving many Mercies. 


. * OU are in a Place where you are ſur- 
enumcratecd, 1ounded with many Mercies, for which, 

therefore, you ought to be very thankful ;— 
thankful to God, as well as to your human BenefaCtors.— 
You have convenient Lovging,—an eaſy warm Bed,— 
a good Hauſe around you, to ſheher you from the Incle- 


mency of the Weather; an inciemency, by which Di- 


tempers in a Cottage are, at {ime dcaions of the Year, ren- 
dered much more dangerous, and painſu} than they would 
otherwiſe be.—You have Attendants to wait on you, as 
your Neceſſities require, Night and Day. You have Food 
ſufficient and proper, —iuch as may comfort and ſupport 
Nature, without feeding your Diſtemper.—Aud then yo 
have the mo? ſuitable Medicines, in their greate/! Perſec 
tion, preſcribed by PtysIClavs, judged (by thofe. wit 
have conſigned this Office to them) to be of approved S 
and Experience: Nor can they be under the /eaf? Temp 
tation to overload you with them; a Circumſtance whic 


is of no ſmall Importance. — Theſe Gentlemen viſit yo 
at Hated Seaſons : and are always ready to attend you 


if an extraordinary Circumſtance in your Caſe ſhou 
make it ueceſlaty, 


2. 


* 1 


1 — —_—_ 


er. 
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| If you are wounded, or under the Agony of a broken 
WE Bone, or in other Circumſtances, that require the im- 
portant Aid of SURGEONS, there are likewiſe ſome of 
that uſcful and necefiary Profeſſion, ready to attend you 
nich their Aſſiſtance; — which would elſe, perhaps, have 
been ſo expenſive, that you might have been ruined by 
a W4rocuring it, or have periſhed for want of it.—So that, 
mn Wupon the Whole, ſuch as are in a ſuperior Situation, if 
Abbey have not a great Command over themſelves, and are 
te not ſo happy as to fall into very faithful Hands, may want 
many of thoſe Advantages, which you have Here for your 
'\ MComiort and Recovery. 
Have you therefore not abundant Reafon 
Thankfulne/s to be thankful to your Benefactors, and, above 
adviſe. all, to Gop, for theſe good Things, and for 
„that happy State, into which, amidit all your Afflictions, 
you are now brought ?—I ſay, above all, to Gop, becauſe 
t is HE gives Them a Power to help you, and a Will to do 
t—itis HE that encourages them to go on from Year to 
Year, with renewed Expence, and to take ſuch frequent 
Trouble in Attendance, as many of them do, on no 
ther Conſideration than that of being beneficial to you. 
Methinks, in this View, you ſhould be praiſing God 
Je- very Day, and every Day intreating, that his Bleſſing may 
)\i-Fbundantly reſt upon thoſe whom HE has made, in theſe 
en-M/n/tances, the Inſtruments of his Goodneis to you. And 
ndeed you ſhould be very thankful to Him, not only on 
or own Account, but that of others. Poor as you are, 


god could earneſtly wiſh that you might be rich in the 
po: Grace of Chriſtian Charity; and if you are ſo, you will 
youſbe concerned for others as well as for yourſe/f,—Y ou will 
{ec 


ejoice and be thankful for the Relief which every Patient 
n the INFIRMARY, or belonging to it, receives by this 
ſeful FoUNDAT1ON ;—it will delight and comfort you 
o think how many ſuch Houſes of Mercy there are in 
ur Nation, how many T houfands have been already 


 yotlieved and recovered by Means of them ;—and what 
* Probability there is, that in ſuture Times they may be 
LOU 


tore numerous, and more v/eful too, by gaining Expe- 
lence in the ART of DoixG Goop ;—end your opening 


C2 Mind 
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Mind (if it be formed aright) will rejoice in the Profpett 
of Relief and Comfort to thoſe, who are yet unborn. 

If you have any Spark of Gratitude tg 
With due Ex- God, for your own Share in this merciful 
tw J Gra- Proviſion, you will allo be enquiring what 
Es 2 Return you ſhould make ?—T he Anſwer is 
ealy :— Truly, the moſt acceptable Thing both to God 
and Man, which you can do in your preſent Circumitan. 
ces, is to endeavour to improve, as much as poſſible, all 

the Advantages which you here enjoy both for Body and 
Saul. Do not therefore, as ſome /oo/rfbly d, neglect this 
Opportunity, and fo diſappoint the charitable Deſigns 
and Elforts of your 4% Friends. | 
It is leſs neceſſary for me to urge you to 
AZ Advantages make the beſt Uſe of the Advantages you 
— 7 enjoy, for the Recovery of your Health, not 
"very, 9” only as it may be reaſonably ſuppoſed you 
do it, but will as according to the Rules of 
ſuch Places as theſe, any great and vilible Irregularity will 
not be eridured ;—Yet there are little mmfchrevous Artifices, 
which ſome Patients will practiſe, and which may now 
and then paſs undiſcovered ;—:fſpecially to procure what 
may be improper for them to eat or drink, which you 
ought conſcientiouſly to avoid; for as it would be hurting 
your/elves, and perplexing your Phyſician, ſo it would be 
grolly abuſing the Charity, of which you have fought to 
partake, either to omit what you are appointed to do, or 
to do that, which out of a tender Regard to your Bene- 
fit, and that of others is forbidden, 

But what I have now chiefly in view, is to 
end for your urge you to a diligent Care in improving 
Salvaliun. every Opportunity for the Benefit of your 
Souls; which (whatſocver the Degree may be) are un- 
queſtionably more or leſs diſtempered ; and, being of in- 
finitely greater Value than your Bodies, demand that 
ſovereign and neceſſary Cure, which Religion alone can 
afford. 

You will have in this InFiRMaARY frequent Opportu- 


nities of hearing or reading the Scriptures, and other good 
Books, 
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Books, of attending Prayers, Sermons, 

Five Religious Op- and Sacraments, and of converſing with 

3 hy . fume ſprritual Guide. —lIf all theſe be dul y 

frmary, viz. improved, you may have Reaſon to bleſs 
God for every one of then. 

You have Bibles in each Ward ; let 

them not lie neglected. But if you 

are able, read them yourſelt, or elſe get another to 


Reading. 


Book, as you have Opportunity, and the State of your 
3 llcalth will permit: — Above all, be mindful to read ſuch 

Portions of Scripture, as are moſt ſuitable to your own 
0 Ca; and leſt you ſhould be at a Loſs where to find pro- 
u per Paſlages, I have pointed out the following, as - 
ot Ncularly fit ** the Peruſal and moſt ſerious Con e 
"u Hof the Sick, eſpecially thoſe in an Infirmaty, — and before 
of Hou begin to read them, always make uſe of the Col- 
7 * for the ſecond Sunday in Advent, or ſome ſuch 


S, Prayer. — Suitable Ejaculations too while you read, will. 

W Wot, I hope be forgotten, 

F 

0 The Book of Feb. | Pſalm LXXIII. 

g Pſalm * LXXVII. 

be XXII. LXXXVIII. 

to XXX. XC. 

or XN II. 1 

ge- XXXIV. | III. 
XXXVIII. CVII. 

to XL. | CXVI. 

our L. C XXXIX. 

un- LI. CXLV. 

in- | 9, +» 4 6 Eccleſiaſtes XII. 

hat © "I 


15 7 he COLLECT. 
Call © Blefſed God, who haſt cauſed all Holy Scri ipture to be written 
for OUR Learning, grant that I may in ſuch wile hear them, 
rtu- dd, mark, learn, and inwardly digeſi them, that by Patience 
00d 


)ks, 


and Comfart of thy Holy Word, I may embrace and ever hold 
faſt the bleſſed Hope of everlaſting Life, which thou haſt given 
me in our Saviour Jelus Chriſt. AMEN.” 


C 3 Iſaiah 


read them to you; but daily, one Way or other, keep 
J up an Acquaintance with the Contents of that divine 


: 
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To apply and profit by theſe Chapters, will demand 
the ſame Care and Attention on your Parts, as Was fe- 
quired on mine to collect them. Let me therefore intrezt 
you by no Means to paſs over them with Diſregard, or 
are of the utmoſt Importance 0 
you: Confider them as ſuch—Pauſe on them: — Take 


Indifference. 


They 
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Tſaiah XXV. | Epheſians V. 
XXVI. pb VI. 
LIII. Philippians I. 
Jeremiah II. III. 
III. 1 The ſſalon. I. 
XXXI. V. 
The Book of Lamentations. Hebrews XI. 
Heſea VI. XII. 
XIV. XIII. 
Micah VII. James I. 
- — — 1 Peter I. 
Matthew XXV. III. 
XXVI. IV. 
| XXVII. 2 Peter III. 
Romans V. 1 Jobn l. 
VIII. . 
XII. III. 
1 Corinth. XV, Revelat. II. 
2 Corinth. IV. HE. 
V. XXI. 
XI. XXII. 


lome weighty and comfortable Verſe to Jay up in your Me 
mory, that you may meditate on it by Night as well as b 
- Day.—The TxxTs of Scripture, which, in ſeveral! Jrfv 
maries, are written on the Walls, in the reſpective Wards 
may, by the Bleſſing of God, be very v/efwl, if thus J. 


rioufly read, and frequently made the Subject of youl 


Meditation. 


But beſides your principal and conſtant Inftructor th 
BiBLE, you will ſtand in need of other pious Books, thi 


judicious Choice of which, is of much greater Conle 


quence, than (conſidering your Education) you -can Þ 
eee to apprehend, | 
3 


Som 
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Some of this Kind you probably may have of your 
ewn, or you may have an Opportunity of borrowing 
ſuch. Excellent Inſtructions are to be drawn from them, 


beſt ſupply your Wants, let me intreat you to make fre- 
nent Uſe of them. —Particularly remember that Books, 
which contain Forms * of Prayer, are not to be read only 
at the Time of your Devotions, but you are to ſtudy them 
carefully; to acquaint yourſelf with the true Senſe and 
Meaning of every Expreſſion, that you may underſtand 
clearly what you aſk, or what you utter, and why? 
without which your Prayers will be but vain Babblings. 
It is true, if you are confined to your Bed, by any 


acute Illneſs, which requires + Re, and will not admit of 
attentive Thoughts, Reading muſt be impracticable. 


But there are fo many Patients in other Circumſtances, 
that I thought this Advice very proper for them, eſpe- 
cially as the inactive State to which they are neceſſitated by 
their Condition, may be a Means of contracting an Habit 
of Idleneſs, if they ſnhould not be directed to ſome uſeful 
ſedentary Employment; and if a Number be capable of 
itting to any Kind of Work together, (which is often 
ache Caſe) then one, who can read well, may read tothe 
Wieſt, while they follow their Buſineſs, but not with fo 
loud a Voice as to diſturb any to whom that might be 
"prejudicial; all which may be left to the Judgment of the 
Margo; and it may, by the Bleſſing of God, be pro- 
cefcuctive of good Effects. 
r You will hear Prayers, ſuited to the Gene- 
ö  rality of Patients, read in your Wards ſeveral 


—_— 


E 
1 —— —— — . 


0 thy Such as Biſhop Gib/on on Family Devotion, Fenks's Devotions, 
Cc. Ec. F 

"Y + Tong! ſuch as are in a State of great Weakneſs are incapable 

doing any Thing, they ought to remember that there are PASSIVE 

as well as ACTIVE Duties; that is to ſay, th: may glorify Gods and 

oe Proofs of Obedience, not only by Doing, but by Suitering. The 

Soldier of Chriſt is not always in Action, but ſometimes appointed to re- 


ervant whom his Lord at bis coming ſhall find ſo doing. | 
Times 


and when you have obtained ſuch as you apprehend may 


main ſtil, and ta watch in the appointed Station; and bleſſed is that 
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Times in a Week —Wieigh them diligently ;—endez- 


vour to keep your Mind attentive to every Sentence; and 
ſtrive to make every Prayer your own, by offering it uy 
to God with Faith, Humility, and Devotion; always re- 
membering, that whatever Prayers you may hear, or even 
ſpeak, they are not your Prayers, unleſs they expreſs the 
real Sentiments of your own Soul before that God, why 


ſearches all Hearts, and tries the Reins of the Children of 


Men ;—and is greatly diſpleaſed with thoſe who draw nigh 
unto him with their Mouth, and hocour him with their 
Lips, while their Hearts * are far from him. Such Pre- 
tences to Prayer are an Alomination to the Lord, 

If the particular Method of public Worſhip here ſhould 
be ſomething different from that to which you have been 
accuſtomed, make no unnecellary Exceptions, but be 
thankful for the Advantages you have, and endeavour to 
make the 6% Uſe of them.—Such Places as theſe are not 
proper Scenes for Diſputes about Religion, nor are the 
Days of Affliction proper Seaſons for them. 

The Faith of all real Chriſtians is principally the ſame, 
as to the grand Articles of it.— The Bleſſings which we 
aſk of God, are the ſame; (namely) That He would 
pardon our Sins,—and cleanſe our Hearts by his Holy 
Spirit, —and enable us through a Principle of Faith and 
Love, to live ſoberly as to ourſelves, righteouſly as to our 
Neighbour, gedlily + as to our heavenly Father; and 
ſo to improve all our Enjoyments and AfMictions, that 
we may all be fit for Heaven, and at laſt may all meet 
there. 

Theſe are Sentiments to which every good Man can 


join, and at the End of which he will be ſure to put his 


hearty AMEN ; for indeed he ought never to w:thyold it, 
when he has an Opportunity of joining in ſuch Petitions 


as expreſs the very Vitals of Religion; whether theſe Ex- 


preſſions are, or are not in frequent Uſe in the ſeveral Con- 


gregations with whom he has ufually aſſociated. 
Sermons. 


If Sermons ſhould be preached in the Inx1R- 
| MARY (as it may reaſonably be ſuppoſed they 
eſten will) obſerve eſpecially what is moſt ſuitable to yzu 


Matt. xv, 8. + Titus ii. 12. 
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nun Caſe, lift up your Heart to God for a Bleſſing be- 
fore the Diſcourſe begins, and when it is ended ;—and, if 
you have an Opportunity of converſing with other Pa- 
ents, be ready to talk on what you have heard, in an 
humble, thankful Manner, that you may acquire ſome 
enefit by it, and retain any ſerious Impreſſions that have 
been made on you. 

As for the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, 
it is no doubt an uſeful and excellent Ordi- 
nance, admirably fitted to adminiſter Confolation and 
Eſtabliſnment to Chriſtians under all their Trials ;—to 
waken their Graces, —and to confirm their good Reſo- 
tions, by reminding them of the Atonement of Chriſt, 
and by repreſenting his dying Love. 

But I beſeech and charge you, that you do not attend 
he Sacrament in a careleſs Manner, or as if you thought 
t would work like a Charm, and that the cutward Per- 
ormance of that Action would be of any Significancy to 
your Salvation, unleſs it be attended with a Ave Faith * 
n CHRIST, unfeigned Repentance for all your Sins, and 
mere Purpoſes of better Obedience, On theſe Principles 
ou are to regard it, 

As a REMEMBRANCE of the Death of Chriſt : particu- 
arly his Sufferings in his Charater—in his Body—in his 
zou! for your Sake. 

As a SEAL of the Covenant, which is confirmed in this 
oly Solemnity, and by which all true Believers are intitled 
every Bleſſing ;—particularly pardon of Sin Aſſiſtance 
| the Holy Spirit—and eternal Life. 

As a BADGE of your Chriſtian Love + t9 all your Brethren 
x Chriſt, however they may be diſtinguiſhed from each other 
| their afferent Forms of Profeſſions, or Ranks in Life ; 
articularly acknowledging yourtelves, in the moſt ſolemn 
lanner to be the Children of one Almighty Father—re- 
temed by one Saviour—and Heirs of one, and the fame 

mortal Glory. 

Reflect on theſe Ends and Purpoſes, that you may 
e how far you de/ire to comply with them :—Examine 
urſelf as to the Truth of Religion, in your Heart, — 


* Heb. iv. 2. + John x11, 35. 


Mcrament. 


and 
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and your Advance or Decline in it —Meditate on the 
DeaTH of CHRIS H; read thoſe Portions of Scripture 
which deſcribe his * Syfferings ;—or eipecially refer t0 
, them,—and join to theſe the Aſſiſtance of the beſt human 
Writers, that you can procure +.—But, above all, en. 
deavour to bring with you, to the Table of the Lord, 
that HumiiTY and FAiTH;—that Love and Devo. 
li TION, which may make your Attendance acceptable to 
| Chriſt, and uſeful to yourſelf. 
j And when you have received the Communion, endea- 
j vour to carty it in your Memory and Heart CONTINUALLY, 
q and bear your Afflictions like one, who has ſeen the Re- 
j preſentation of a ſuffering Saviour ;—who has received 


_ — — M5 - — — 


| fuch Favours from him,—and lies under ſuch great and 
| folemn Obligations to ſerve him faithfully during the Re- 
minder of your Life. 

i . At ſuch Times eſpecia/ly (though not at 
ö 8 ſuch Times only) it will be your _ Wil 
| dom to make Uſe of the Opportunity you" 
may have for converſing with ſome piritual Guide, — Thafſo 


n 


ö a 
See particularly Matt. xxvi, xxvii. Mark xv. Luke xxii, xxili. 
John xvili, xix. 

| + See Dr. Wilſon (the late Biſhop of Man) on the Lord's Supper 
As there are few religious Subjects, which have been more fre 
| quently handled, and perhaps I might add /z/5 underſtood, than the 
j Sacrament, I would here recommend this ſhort but clear Tract { 
0 which I moſt ſincerely with in the Hands of almoſt every Commu““ 
j nicant, eſpecially of the Patients in al our Infirmaries.--- And N 
| prefer this to every other on the Subject, for the following ReaſonsF], 


(namely) There are ſeveral conciſe and affecting Meditations on th 
| oft pertinent Texts of Scripture---The Queſtions propoſed for Selt 
Examination, are immediately founded on the Expreſſions ſo proper. 
] uſed in our Book of Common Prayer (ſee Biſhop of Man on th“. 
| Sacrament, Page 26.)---and the whole Communion Service is ther, 
printed in a large Letter, with 2% Directions and ſurtable Eja 
culations on the Sides.---So that it is remarkably wel! calculated tt 
prevent the Inconveniency which I have often obſerved Tv:t5 Con 
cern, when the Communicants are contuſed in turning back wardF'z 
and forwards from their Common Prayer Book to their Sacra ys 

Book, at a Time when their Thoughts ſhould be 4% Attention | 
the Words of the MINISTER ;---whereas ſuch a Treatiſe as !" 
would help devout Minds, without diverting them from the Dut 
in which they ſhould be employed. Mini 
| mitte 
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Miniſter who officiates, if he be that worthy Man, whom 

hope you will always find him, will not look upon you 

with Indifference, or be leſs ſolicitous about your eternal 
State, becauſe you are Poor; well knowing that every 

WSoul is equally valuable in the Sight of its Creator, and 

What there is One Thing neeadſul”” in every Station of 
Life, from the higheſt to the loweſt. 


That done, the Pooreſt can no Wants endure, 
But that not done, the Richeſt muſt be Poor. 


| 


M\:y more, ſuch a Miniſter will not himſelf be content 
ich reading the Forms of PRAYER, or going through 
er outward Parts of Worſhip; but he will be glad 
ſo converſe with every Perſon of the [nfirmary, as Ne- 
eſſity may require, and his other Engagements permit.— 
lt wiil be the very Zoy of his Heart, to fee that you are 
Mopreflcd with the Hand of God, whule it is ſiniting you , 
d that you will give him an Opporizntry of contributing 
Fo your Improvements in Divine Knowledge, and Chrif- 
at Piety.— He will gladly deny himſelf in ſome agreeable 
its abroad, or entertaining Studies at home, that he 
%, by this humble Office of Chriſtian Charity, con- 
ibute to the Glory of God, and the Salvation of a Soul, 
nich is to exiſt for ever. 
And, beſides the Affiſtance you may receive from him, 
no is fo find as to give you his /ated Attendance, 
caronal Acceſs will not be denied to the Minifter of 
our own Pariſh or Congregation +, who, if he be within 
Weach, and underſtand his own Duty and [ntere/t, will 
Falad of an Opportunity of viſiting you, and converting 
10u/ly with you, —He will even bleſs God with all his 
Fart for it, both as it may be a Means of preſent Ser- 
de, and may open a Proſpect, in caſe you ſhould reco- 
„of his greater Uſefulneſs to you in the Courſe of his 
dre Miniſtry. And conſequently will farther eftabliſh 
11s Title to that invaluable Promiſe, and that diſinguiſbed 


n | — 
35 * 1 Sam. xxvi. 10. 

Dutt Care is taken, that Patients of ALL PERSUAaS1ONS may be fo 
Poſed, as to be attended in the Manner they deſire. See Nor- 
ist /ton Infirmary Statutes, Page 46. 


Re ward, 
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Reward, © They that turn many to Righteouſneſs, ſh 
= Dan. xii. 3. 

Make a proper Je of this happy Concurrence of Circum 
ſtances. —Lay open to the one, or the other, or both, thi 
State of your Mind. Hear their Advices, Inſtructions 
and Prayers, — and expreſs an unfeigned Gratitude to then 
for all the Ain Offices which they are ever ready to do you 
in theſe Circumſtances of Humiliation and Diſtreſs. 

I farther reminded you, in the Beginning of this litt 
Treatiſe, that as there are many Mercies, which you re 
ceive here, ſo allo it is a Place where you are ſurrounde 
with many O#je&s and Circumſtances, which may be ver 
vſeful to you, if it be not your own Fault, 


| 

| ' 
SET HON HI. þ 
L 


Advice to a Patient, confidering kim as ſurround 
with ſeveral inſtructive Objetis and Circumſtances, Iu 


Advice on ſee- OU fee around you many under greg! 
 /- and peauvy Afflictions, perhaps muſe 
a greater than your own.—And in al! that yo1 RK 

0! 


fee, and in all that you feel, you may perceive the {a 
Conſequences and Effects of 8IN.— T's SIN that has, 2 
it were, turned the World into one GREAT INFIRMARY 
— Tis SIN. that has introduced all the Evils which u 
experience, and which we behold. —' Tis Six that force 
the compaſſionate Father of Men to have recourle to ſuc 


marting Rods, to humble and reform his th-yghtle/Ws 


fooliſh, rebellious Children. Lay it to Heart, and pri 
earneſily, that God would bleſs all thele Things to you Rt 


and to your Fellow-Sufferers. | 
Think likewiſe of the infinite Love and Compaſſion © 


the LoxD JESuSs CHRIST, in bearing far more fever 


Pains and Torments for you than you now feel, or than an. 
of your Felloto- Patients endure. —And once more think, | I 
the Chaſtiſing Strokes of God's Rod be ſo painful ano: 
grievous, what muſt the Fierceneſs of his Wrath in Hi: 


be ?—W hat muft thoſe miſerable Spirits endute, ** 7 
| 5 | 9 1 
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God has FOR EVER caft cway from his Preſence ® f—awho. 
we tormented in that Flame + prepared for the DE IL and 
uus ANGELS | ;—who have no Eye to pity them ;—no 
Hind to relieve them ;—and no Hope of being releaſed, 
wen by Death itſelf; which they invoke, and it fites 
fm them . — Oh how agonizing the Confideration! that 
Timg and DEATH are fled from their Call; and that 
Deſparr and Horror muſt be their Portion for ever more. 
Learn Patience under your own Af tions, when you 
ſee others, perhaps, ſo much worſe than yourſelf;z—or, 
t may be, languiſhing, while you are recovering ;—grow= 
ing worſe inftead of better, under the mo? proper Applica— 
tions, and drawing near to the Grave, You may per- 
haps ſee ſome poor Creatures under the Neceſſity of loſing 
precious and ſeful Limbs for the Preſervation of their 
Lives. Learn then, from every ſad Spectacle of this 
nd, to reflect how much more reaſonable it is to give 
up the deare/} Luſts, when they threaten, as moſt cer- 
tinly they all threaten, the Zz/e of our SOULS, How well 
Mi: it worth our while fe cut off a Right Hand, or pluck cut 
Ms Right Eye &, rather than by criminal Indulgence to bring 
Rin on ourſelves, and be catt into Hel}, where, as 
Neos LeRp tells us (THRICE, within the Compals of 
Mix Verſes) their Horm dieth not, and (as He teſtifies FIVE 
Ml! imes within the sauE Compal>). that the Hire is not 
wit{-nched, Mark ix. 43, 44, 45, 40, 47, 48. 
.. You have lkewiſe Spectacles of 
is $1c2aes Morlality perhaps near vou; Death may 
„. ie. come into the very Ward in which you 
14 are lodged, and you may ſee a dead 
dul Corpſe, lying for a little while in the very next Bed 4.— 
Oh! lay it to Heart: — Look upon that af Sight. — 
and think what is become of the Soul, which lately dwelt 


7 


—_— 


—} 


Wl Rev. ix. 6. Matt. v. 29. 
4 It is well known, that it is uſual in INFIRMARIES very quickly 


lence which might ariſe from their continuing /zz among the 


d * 5 FA L Th . | % © l a 12 
atients.—-Nevertheleſs, while the Spectacie is beiore their Eyes, 


15 ſo attecling, that I could not refrain from mentioning it. 


D in 
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* Pſalm li. 11. T Luke xvi. 24. J Matt. xxv. 41. 


to remove Corpſes into the PEAD-Housk, to prevent the Inconve- 
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them ;—or by Aiting, which in Duty you ought, unde 
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in that forſaken Clay — What a great Change has it 


already proved! An Hour or two ago it was with you, 
and its Fellow-Patients ;—but Now it is with Angels, ot 
with Devils, —triumphing in the Preſence of CHRISx, 
or bemoaning itſelf in Chains of Darkneſs. © So (may 
you ſay to yourſelf} so muſt I in a hte while, even 
<* though God ſhould bleſs the Means of my Recovery 
< from my preſent Illneſs; so muſt I in a few Years, and 
<c perhaps in a few Days, lie cold among the Dead ;—and 
4 80 muſt this immortal Sour, this t much neglectid 
6 SPIRIT of mine, be an everlaſting Inhabitant of Hea- 
ee den or of Hell. Lord, quicken me by this awful Pro- 
„ vidence ;—and /o teach me to number my Days, that 
I may apply my Heart unto true * Wiſdom.” 
nce more conſider, that the Provi- 
Advice on hau. dence of God has brought you into a Place, 
1 where, perhaps, you may have an Op— 
1 8 portunity of doing Good; which youſt 
ſhould %% 7oyfully embrace, to the utmoſt þ 
of your Power. How ill toever you are, you may per - 
haps do /ome Good,—as an Example of Patience, and} a 
of Gratitude, —by a quiet Submiſſion to God's Handi. 
by a thankful Compliance with all the Methods of Cue Wi: 
and by bchaving with a becommg Reſpect to thoſe who 
have the Care of you, —endeavouring to make that Care 
as light and eaſy to them as you can, and to give them 
As little Trouble as poſſible. ' 0 
If it pleaſe God, that you recover a little 
or if under your IIIneis you are capable ol: 
moving about, which is often the Cale. 
there are many other Ways, by which you may, perhaps 
be uſeful in the IN FIRMARY.— For Iiiſlance by Readin 
to others, —and by teaching them to read; by learning 
ſome of them to write and caſt Accompts ;—or by in 
ſtructing them in the Catechiſm, &c.—by //orking tolf 


na 
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fa 
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of Amendment, 


= . 4 140 
the Direction of the MAT RON, in attending upon others 


and by taking proper Times and Seaſons of ſpeaking ti 
your Fellow-Patients, comforting them under their Pai 


* Plalm xc. 12. 
al 
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and Sorrows, by adviſing them for their ſpiritual Good. 
and cautioning them tenderly and aſfectionately againſt any 
Thing which you f2e amiſs in their Conduct, Vou will 
vourfelf find the Pleaſure, the Benefit, the Reward of 
this; and therefore you will not think I have improperly 
added this to the other Circumſtances which may be 
v/efu! to you, if it be not your own Fault. 

| If you find no mmediate Benefit by the 
Alice, i, 79 Method uſed for your Recovery, be not 
Relief [0011402 inpatient, — nor by any Means envy ſuch 
earned, as do. Suſpect not the Kill, or the Inte- 
ih of thoſe who have the Care of you; for the PHY- 
iCIANS of PRINCEs are often unſucceſsful, and even the 
ROYAL Patient grows worſe and worſe under their Care 
—tay, the mo/? judicious PHYSICIANS THEMSELVES are 
at laſt obiiged to ſubmit to Death.—If therefore you re- 
ceive any Benefit, be very thankful to God for it, though 
the Amendment be ever ſo ſmall ;—or if no Relief caN 
be obtained “ yet remember that it is Gop's WILL; 
—what HE orders (who is WISE as well as Goop) is 
always beſt ;—to which if you ſubmit, and endeavour ta 
improve the Diſpenſations of his Providences, it will be, 
in the End, to your everlafiing Advantage. 


nme 
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* If this ſhould be the Caſe of the Irreligious, ſurely they ſliould 
not delay an Hour or a Moment; but /tetly prepare for the una- 
voidable or approaching Change. ---It of the Religious, they will 
know the Value of the following PROMISEs, namely, “ Fear thow 
nat, for I am with thee: Be not diſinayed, for I am thy God: I 
« avidl flrengthen thee, yea, I will help thee, yen, I awill uphold thee 
% evith the Right Hand of my Righteouſneſs.” Sce Iſaiah xli. 10. 

« Yea, though I walk through the Valley of the Shadow of Deaths. 
« I will fear no Evil, for Thou art with me, thy Rod and thy Staff 
% comfort me.” See Plalm xxiii. 4. 

« My Fleſh and my Heart faileth ; but God is the Strength of my 
% Heart, and my Portion for ever.” See Palm Ixxiii. 26. 

% Thanks be to God, which giveth us the Viftory, through our Lord 
i Teſus Chriſt,” See 1 Cor. xv. 57. 

Theſe comfortable and precious Promiſes, if FIXED in the Me- 
mory, and rendered famzl:ar to the Mind, will, I doubt not, revive 
the Heart, when no Cordial can ſupport the /inking Body, 


D 2 But 


* 


28 FRIIN DTT Apvice 7% @ PATIENT. 


But if you ſhould recover, be not unmind. 
Advice in caſe ful, when you leave the Infirmary, to report 
Do KeeewOy. what Good you have ſcen and received thete, 
with 'Thankfulneſs: — Particularly for ſome Time after 
you have received this Benefit, return thanks to Ged for 
your Recovery, uſing the Prayer for this Purpoſe, inſerted 
at the End of this Treatiſe, or any other to the fame Effed. 
And as for what may have been amifs (which I hope in 
ſuch Societics will be very little) blaze it not abroad, to 
promote a Prejridice againſt ſuch Places, which would 
be very ungrateful, and very miſchievous; but give proper Ml: 
Hints of it in the firſt Place to the Ofiicers, or ſuperiot 
Servants within the Houſe; ard if that ſhould not be 
found ſufficient, then to the Governors, or Truſtees, Who 
Will always have it in their Power to rcCtiiy what has 
really been wrong. Such reipeaful Remonſtrances will 
then be tel! taten, and may be the Means of doing 
a general! God. ; 
And it is very probable you will, at your 
Adore on Dy- going out of the [nfirmary, have me little 
million. Titatiſes given you, ſuitable to the Circum— 
ſlances of your Recovery: Read them with Diligence and 
Care, — lay the Contents ſeriouſly to Heart, —and charge 
it on your Conſcience, that you never, never, forget “10 
«© Vows: you have made in {rouble*,” and the merciſu 
Hand that has brought you out of it. 
The FRIENDLY ADVICE + you ate now reading, which 
will ſtill remain in your Poſteſſion, may have its Auf, 38 
well as preſent Ule z—and I hope it will be made mn! 
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+ This FRIENDLY ADVICE to a PATIENT, is given away at thi W 
Northampion Infirmary (and at feveral others) to all the Our as welſer 
as In-Patients, on their Admiſſion, by the Chairman, who ftrict 
enjoins them to make a proper Ule of it; not only while they £0 
| tinue PATIENTS, but ſo long as it ſhall pleaſe God to {pare the 
| Lives after they are diſcharged. Mn: 
þ Biſhop Grb/on's SERIOUS Advice to Perſons lately recovered fro! Ne 
| Sickneſs, is likewiſe given away at this Infirmary, and at mo 
others, to all ſuch Patients as have received a Cure there, 
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more familiar to your Mind by continued Uſe. One of 
the firſt good Effects of which will certainly be your con- 
fant Attendance (at leaſt weekly) on PUBLIC ORDI“ 


XANCES ;—and eſpecially the SACRAMENT, for you will. 


eaſily perceive, that many of the Thoughts here ſuggeſted 
will have a Tendency both to convince you of the 
Importance of ſuch Inſtitutions, and to prepare you for 
an /mpryvement of them, agrecable to the great Purpoſes 
deſigned in their Appointment. 

To conclude— This is plain, but ferwus,. 
and I hope, ſuitable Advice. I once more 
recommend it to your attentive and repeated Pe- 


The Coucliiſion. 


coming from the Hand of a PHYSICIAN ;—a Conſidera- 
tion, methinks, which ſhould at leaſt affect thoſe Patients 
who ate under my prrfonal Care. — At the ſame Time, L 
recommend you to the Protection of Heaven—hearily: 
wiſhing your Recovery from your IIIneſs, if it be the 
Will of an All-wiſe and gracious GOD; and (however 
„that may be) a religious Improvement of theſe ““ compa= 
tf ratively light Afflictions, which are but for a Moment, 
« that they may work out for you a far more exceeding 
aud eternal Weight of Glory, 2 Cor. iv. 17.“ 

Jo have contributed in any Degree to ſo excellent an 
End, will be at once my Delight and Reward.—I ten- 
terly commiſerate your Calamity, I regard you as a Par- 
aker of the ſame Human Nature, and Chriftian Profeſ- 
lon, —[ defire to approve myſelf your ſincere Well-wiſher,. 
by every Office of Humanity and Charity within my 
Power; and have therefore for your Good, and as what 
apprehend to be my Duty, given you this very im- 
portant, and very friendly Apyick: In the ſtrict Ob- 
ervance of which you will promote your own moſt va=- 
able Intereits, and my inexpreſſible Satisfaction. This. 
a Return which I may reaſonably expect on your Part, 
and I here reque/? it of you—and may God Almighty 
; itt with his Bleſſing the Endeavours on both Sides, that 

n the great Day of Accounts, neither of them may be 
ound fruitleſs, 


Northampton, | | 
8 a NHOUSs E. 
July 9, 1748. JamEs 9TO Q 
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ruſal, hoping it may engage your particular Regard, as 
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| Submiſſion and A Lmighty (30d, the Father of Our Lord 
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T be whele of this Abvic reviewed, and ſummed 
p in a PRAYER. 


Jeſus Chriſt, I adore thee as the wile 
and gracious Governor of all thy Creatufes, 
and the ſovereign Diſpoſer of al! Events. —I acknowledge 
thy Hand in the Afflictions under which I now labour, 
and I confeſs, that they are far leſi than mine Iniguilia 
hade deſer ved.— May T have Wiſdom and Grace t 
improve the afil.cting Stioke of thy Rod, and diſcern 
Him, who has appointed it; and though , Calamity 
is net joyous, but grievous; may it hereafter bring forth in 
me the peacealle Fruit of Righteouſneſs. ; 
Thankfeiuing. 1 thank thee, O Lonp, that Jam 

brought into this [nfirmary : I praiſe thee 
for all the Accommodations, Refreſhment, Comfort and 
Help I here have: I glorify thee, that thou haſt put it 
into the Hearts of our kind Benefactors, to provide ſuch 
Places of Reception for thoſe in my Circumſtances 
May chy Bleſſing attend all ſuch Friends to Mankiad 
and mayeſt thou direct and proſper all their Endeavour“ 
for my Gocd, and that of others in the ſame afflicted 
Condition, 

| Grant, O LoRD, that I may fearch a: 

Prayer for Im- try my Ways, and again turn unto thee, ; 
provement sf May I improve the Leiſure of ſuch a Stau?“ 
SUCRnefs, N 11 
as this to examine my own Heart; and man 

I. be led to form a right Judgment of myſelf !—1f 1 am yea 
an unreformed Sinner, diſcover to me, I beſcech thee, m. 
Danger, and my Miſery; and give me by thy » exerv!Þn 
Spirit, an unſeigned Repentance towards Gd, and 
true Faith in Chriſt, that I may turn from every S n, an 
devote my ſelf for ever to thy Service, —If I am alread 
in a State of Acceptance with thee, {trengthen, I beſeecY v 
thee, all my Graces more and mote, and ſubdue all ti 
Remainders of Sin in my Heart; and particularly, teac 
me Righteouſneſs by thoſe Things, which I cow ſuffer. 


Gt 
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Graciouſly aſſiſt me, O God, that J may 


pr er ſor Pu- religiouſly improve all the Advantages I here 
proven y enjoy : May I carefully read thy Word, thank- 
eprom l. fully receive ine Admonitionsof thy Miniſters 
aa/itOges. u rece:Vetne monitionso ny * ers, 
| heartily join in their Petitions, and devoutly 
remember my Saviouk's Death, eſpecially at the Sacra- 
ment; and may all theſe Sights of Sorrow and Diſtreſs, lead 
me to reflect on the Evil of Sin, and on the Love of 
WC:k1s7, maniſcitcd in thoſe Sufferinzs which he en— 
aured for my Sake: He went about doing Good; May 
„I. when 1 have any ſuch Opportunity here, embrace 
uche Occaſion with Readineſs and Jhankfulneſs. 
7 Los, if it be thy heavenly Will, (for 
Fe, Sue without thy Concutrence, vain is the Skill 
n of the moſt judicious Phyſician) give Suc- 
FECT ceſs to the Means employed for my Reco- 
cellivcry, and reſtore me to Health, Comfort, and Uſefulneſs 
dean; nevertheleſs, if thou ſceſt fit, in thine wunerring 
Wiſdom, to deny my Requeſt, ** thy Will be done ]“ 
© Support me under tlie moſt incurable Evils, and grant 
« that I may not think it long to wait % Leiſure, who 
„ haſt condeſcended to wait ſo long for the Return of a 
Sinner. Let me feeLovs in thy Rod, as well as Jus- 
% TICE in all thy Dealings: And while my outward Man 
* decays, may the inner Man be renewed Day by Day.” 
O Log p, if thou art pleaſed that this Vi- 
or an eaſy and ſitation ſhall be a Sickneſs unto Death, and 


Important Hour; give me an eaſy and comfortable Paſ- 
age out of this Life, and take me into thy heavenly Pre- 
mace, where Sin and Sorrow ſhall be no more. This, 
und whatever elſe thou ſeeſt neceſlary or expedient for 
d ne, I beſeech thee to grant, for the Sake of Jeſus Chriſt 
ane Lord, into whoſe Hands I deſire daily to commit my 
odPÞÞpirit; and to whom, with Thyſelf and the Holy Ghoſt, 


ech would aſcribe everlafiing Praiſes. Amen. 


——_— 


N. B. The Petitions of this Prayer are all independent one of another, 
that could it be learnt by Heart, the Patient might repeat any one of 
r. Niem ſeparaicly, and by adding his hearty Amen to it, make a ſhort 
“ diftine? Prayer of it without wearying himſelf, or difireſſing ex- 
% Nature, which frequently requires Reſt, 


2 A Prayer 


nl 


%% Deatb. that HERE I mu? die, prepare me for that 


4 —_— 


b 
q 
A 


32 FRIENDLVY ADVICE % 4 PAT IE Nr. 


A Prayer to be uſed during Sickneſs. 


Er If the fick Perſon fo very ill, that he cannot req] 
this himſelf, he may deſire ſome Friend to repeat it to him; 
but he muſt be ſure devoutly to make it his own, and at the 


Concluſion of it add his hearty-Amen, 
| 1 and moſt righteous T.okpd Gon, in 10h50 
Hands are the Appointments of Life and Death, 
give me Grace Io conſider, that this my Sickneſs is of thy 
ſending; and to acknowledge the Fuſlice, as well as the 
Mercy, of thy Viſitatian, and my Suſterings. May 
I look up to Thee for Strength to bear, and "Grace fff 
profit by it. It comes, O Gon, as a Scourge for my Sms, 
which is to make ine fee, fee], and avoid them; as th 
Medicine to cure my ſpiritual Diſeaſes; and as thy Ps 
Trial, which is 10 prove me, and to purge away 
my Droſs. Let it not fail, Lory, in anſwering theſg| 
gracious Purpoſes, Bring to my Mind all ſuch ConſideraÞ 
tions as may revive, ſuccour me, and raiſe me above all 
Diſcouragements and Fear. Let my Thoughts, under thi; 
Viſitation, be only thoſe of Love and Thankfulneſs ; of Re 
fignation aud Obedience; of Humility and Hope in thy 
Mercy. Give me, I beſeech Thee, a full Tru/? in q | 
moſt gracious Promiſes, nor let me ſhew any indecent Carriag 
in my Affiiftons, which would add to my Guilt, if I lie Ir 
or tomy Remote and Shame, if I live, 
Father of Mercies pity thy ſick Servant, an 
out of Compaſſion to my Weakneſs, leſſen my Sor 
rows. Pardon my reſileſs Complainings, and ſupport m 0 
under them by thy Comforts. Direct and recompen 5 
the Labours and Kindneſs of theſe, who charitably an” 
friendlily attend me in my Sickneſs, Keep me always fab mi 
and devout towards Thee, and no Ways impatient, or u 
grateful towards thoſe around me. May thy Blefling ac 
company all their Endeavours, for my Good, and allt 
Medicines directed. Put an End, in thy dus Time, 501 
Bu 
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Diſeaſe [or to my Pains] and either reſtore me ts my 
Strength, Health, and Eaſe, granting me the Mercics of 
z longer Life; or elſe prepare me more immediately for 
a bleſſed and comfortable Death, for ctr LORD JESUS 
CurisT's Sake, who died for my Sins, and rofe again 
ſor my Juſtification, Amen. | 


APR AVE R to be uſed after Recovery. 


is Has Gor mercifully reſtored you to Health © Surely 
cannot doubt the Olligatious you lie under, to be thankful 


Y - 

. . * 7 . 0 

h -r 1f, OPICRING mdeced, that out of ten Lepers cleanſed, only 

1 one h return to give Glory to Gon + But take Care 
bat you follow 7; . 

* pat you falle nat the Example of the Nine, for Iuſtances 


f ſuch Ing ratitude are too common. Ste Luke xvii. 17, — 
K ler Recovery therefore uſe the faiiowing, or ſome ft 00 


} 
her. 


hy 7987 gracious and merciful Gop, the Fountain of 
Life, / return Thee humble and hearty Thanks for 
having ſpared the Life of thy Servant : J adore Thee as 
he Author of my Cure, and praiſe Thee for the Succeſs 
hou haſt given to thoſe Applications which were the 
Means of effecting it. May I remember the Chaſtiſements, 


al 

hitte Inſtructions, and the Deliverence I have received; and 
de % / be enabled to perform the good Reſolutions I made in 
thy S:c4neſs., As Thou haſt condeſcended to hearken to 


he Prayer of fo ſinful a Creature, may I call upon Thee 
long as I live, Being made whole, may I go away 
ie Did fin no more, leaſt a worle Thing come unto me. 

1aving known the Bitterneſs of Afflictin, may I pity and 
an(F4cavour to relieve thoſe who labour under it: And may 1 
olever forget my Obligations 19 Thee, and the Kindneſs of theſe 
leut me [ eſpecially to the Subſcribers of this Infit mary, 
nd my other Beneſactors] whom 1 humbly recommend to 
continued Kindneſs, and everlaſting Favour, through 
Nous CakisT my Lokb and SavioukR, Amen. 


An 
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An Exhortation to a general Concurrence in pro. 
moting Chriſtianity, as the certain Means of 


Aving now finiſhed the FRIENDLY ADVICE 72 g Pg. 
tient, I mult here beſpeak the Candour of every one 
(eſpecially of the learned Reader, if any ſuch ſhould con. 
deſcend to examine it minutely) to excuſe the Hy. 
perfections and Defeets which he may meet with in this 
little Treatiſe, I am far from the Arrogance of ſup. 
poſing, that /uch will not frequently occur to his Obſer 
vation ; but I would hope that whatſoever is deficient, 
or leſs intelligible than might be wiſhed, will be ſup— 
plied, explained, or enforced by the Kind of Offices of 
benevolent Clergymen, and other ſerious Chriſtians, who 
may viſit the Afflicted in our Infirmaries, or ell{ewhere; 
and I ſhall oni beg Leave to remind my Readers in g 
neral, of a very obvious, but yet a very important Re 
mark ;—namely, That to attempt, atleaſt, to diſſipate that 
Cloud of Ignorance, which has overſpread the Cereralily 
of our Fellow-Creatures ; and to let in the Light of the 
GosPEr. upon their benighted Minds; to contribute, as 
far as in vs lies, within our reſpective Provinces, to ſup 
preſs Vice; and to promote practical Religon in ou 
Neighbourhood; is the common Concern, and not con 
fined to a peculiar Order of Men, 4 
It is in the Power of every private Chriſtian to ſuggeſſ 
religious Hints to his Relations, Friends, and others - 
Such Hints, judiciouſy timed, may, through the Grace 
of God, awaken the carele/s ; reclaim the vicrovs ; andy 
ſet forward an univerſal Reformation — A Work this of 
the utm/? Importance, both to the flouriſhing of ou 
civil Conſtitution, and to the Maintenance of the Pr: 
teſlant Cauſe ;—and, in ſhort, to the whole of our pre/er 
and eternal Welfare: —=A Work, which we cannot re 
ſonably hope to ſee accompliſhed, without the Concur 
rence of many Hands; and which (as in the Cale of . 
ſpreading Conflagration, or a prevailing Rebellion) callſf 


aloud for Help from every Quarter: A holy Silencf 


, 
if 
I. 


| 


% 
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: nevertheleſs that Man's Duty who ſuſpects, he ſhall in- 
ure the Truth (for want of Talents or Prudence) by 
endeavouring to enforce it, —He may, however, pro- 
mote the Goſpel in his Practice, by a holy Life and 
Converſation. | 

Theſe Conſiderations, and the Motives alledged in the 
Preſatory Advertiſement, have induced me to throw in my 
Mite towards this great and neceflary Undertaking, —L 
have endeavoured to obviate all 7% Cenſures; but there 
is a Diſpoſition which -ay, which doubtleſs ww/l, incline 
ſome to make the Defign itſelf, and the Execution of it 
a Phyfictan, equally the Subjects of Ridicule,—I am 
ar from deſiring to contend with ſuch : Let them en- 
joy, to the full, any TI riumph, real or imaginary, over 
me, as the Writer: The Cauſe of Chriſtianity, in 
which I have engaged, will be ever ſuperior to their 
utmoſt Efforts ; and mine, howſoever weak they may ap- 
dear, will be abundantly repaid by that Satisfaction which 
riſes from the Convictions of Truth, a Fidelity to Chriſt, 
ind the Conſciouſneſs of Sincerity.— May others, whoſe 


Wnfuence is more extenſive, exert themſelves with ſupe- 
or Advantage; may their Endeavours be attended with 


ore abundant Succeſs ; may they be enabled to remove 
the CAusEs of that Corruption and Remiſſneſs which 
hinder the good Effects of Inſtructions and Exhortations ; 

and may all, rich and poor, high and low, join to 
accompliſh this momentous Deſign; duly reflecting, 


What none of us can long have any Opportunity of glorify= 


ing God in our Lives ane Converſation ; and that there- 


Wore it is highly incumbent on us to do Good, while 


ye have it in our Power, ſince ©* the Night cometh, when 
no Man can work,” 

Upon THE WHOLE, let us always be mindful of theſe 
ey important Truths; namely, that Modes and Forms, 
labits and Ceremonies, can never be Eſſentials of Reli- 
gon; but that Peace and Humility, Meekneſs and Cha- 
Ity are /o :—that Guilt is the certain Spring of Anxi- 


W'; that to be Good is to be happy; that Increaſe 


of Goodneſs is Increaſe of Happineſs; that Angels 


nCEire happier than Mankind, becauſe they are better ;— 


and 
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and that the whole Syſtem of Chiiſtianity (which is the 
fulfilling the Law and the Prophets) tends to produce the 
utmoſt Perfection of Gondnels, attainable by Mortals in 
this Life, in order to the Acquiſition of eternal Life, ang 
eternal Happineſs hereafter, — Were theſe Truths implant. 
ed deeply in all our Hearts, we ſhould ſoon find ſuch 3 
Reformation, as every good Man would with, though per. 
haps none can expect.—ſt is our Duty, however, to 
pray for it daily, and to promote it to the utmoſt of our 
Power—and I am therefore unwilling to ſuppoſe that any 
of my Readers will refuſe fervently to unite heir Petitions 
with mine, that the glorious God, who is the Creator 
and Lover of Mankind, would afford us his all power- 
ful Grace, that we may reſpect theſe Truths as they delcive, 
that we may uſe the Means for the Attainment of that 
great End, which his infinite Goodneſs has propoſed; 
and that we may, at all Times, and in all Places, be 
ever careful to do our Part towards it; always remem 
bering, ** that for this Purpoſe was the Son of God mani 
«« ſeſted, that he might diſtray the Works of the Devil; 


„ and purify to himſelf a People zealous of good Her-. 


rs. 


a 
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